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In place of a Parent Information Night, this guide was developed to inform you of procedures and provide you with answers to some of the most frequently asked questions regarding 5th and 6th grade.  Please refer to this guide if you ever have any questions, but don’t hesitate to contact the teachers if you need further clarification.  In addition, if you have questions about other school policies which are not covered in this handbook, please refer to the student handbook in the front of your child’s agenda.  We look forward to a very positive and productive year with your child.

5/6 Team

Haley Carlson, Dionne Loewen, and Brandey Nelson
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5th/6th Teacher Facts
Haley Carlson:
· I have been teaching at St. George since 2000

· One of my favorite subjects to teach is math

· I have two sons, Karter and Konrad 
· Outside of school I enjoy playing with my children and taking family trips 

Brandey Nelson - 
· I have been teaching at St. George since 1995
· One of my favorite subjects to teach is reading

· I have two children, Carley and Cameron
· Outside of school I enjoy taking my children to the zoo and watching movies
Dionne Loewen – 
· I have been teaching at St. George since 2005

· One of my favorite subjects to teach is science
· My husband and I have a pet golden retriever named Sasha
· Outside of school I enjoy being outdoors and riding bikes
Contact the Teachers

Your child will be working with many teachers throughout the school day, but if you ever have any concerns your child(s homeroom teacher should be your first contact.  The best time to contact the 5th/6th grade teachers by phone is from 8:30-10:00 a.m. or after 3:30 p.m.  The number to call is 494-2482.  E-mail is a great way to communicate with teachers also.  Our addresses are:  

Haley Carlson: carlsonh@rockcreekschools.org
Dionne Loewen: loewend@rockcreekschools.org

Brandey Nelson: nelsonb@rockcreekschools.org
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Agendas

St. George Elementary provides every 5th and 6th grade student an agenda in which they can record their daily work and homework assignments.  Students must always have their agenda in their notebook as time is set aside during every class to notate assignments.  Time is also allotted at the end of each day to review daily assignments in all classes and ensure students have needed information recorded in their agendas.  Hall passes, located in the back of each agenda, are to be used by students when leaving class for any reason.

Agendas are usually not the best way to communicate with teachers as students often forget to share the notes with the teachers.  
AM (Accelerated Math)

AM is a computerized math practice program that allows students to work at their own pace on specified skills, or objectives.  Students complete a practice, fill in a computer scan card, and run their card through a scanner.  When practices are scanned, a print out called a TOPS Report will print along with their next practice.   TOPS reports are to be handed in to math teachers so each student’s teacher may review progress; however TOPS reports are returned to the students so they may share with parents.
5th and 6th grade students are required to complete at least two AM practices every week.  Assignments are to be completed and handed in by 8:15 every Tuesday and Friday.  Practices scoring below a 70% will not count toward required weekly assignments and students will be required to make-up the practice within a week or it will be recorded as a 0%. If students complete more than the two assigned practices each week those extra practices will be counted as extra credit.  

Since students are allowed to progress at their own pace, there may be instances when they receive a practice with information that has not been formally taught in class.  We anticipate this and expect students to have questions.  We strongly urge students to seek assistance from teachers, the Math at Hand (our classroom math reference book), and/or their parent(s).  

[image: image2.wmf]Students are tested about once a week on AM objectives to assess mastery.  Students with an average test score less than 70% for the year will be considered for summer school.

AR (Accelerated Reader)

AR is a computerized program that tests reading comprehension.  Students are required to read two AR books per month at their assigned reading level.  The teachers will set reading levels with students after the first month of school and will readjust levels periodically during the school year.  
To vary the types of books read, students are assigned the type of  books they are to read each month; for example two novels, one novel and one non-fiction book, one novel and one biography, one novel and a book of their choice at their level, etc. Monthly requirements for AR are included in the weekly newsletter.  

Students must score at least a 70% to pass an AR test.  A grade is also recorded in reading class for completed AR goals.  Students who read and pass both AR tests for a month will receive 100%, one test – 50%, and no tests – 0%. 

We participate in the Book-It program with Pizza Hut.  Students who complete their monthly AR goal earn free personal pan pizza certificates during Book-It months.  

Assessments

This spring, students in both 5th and 6th grade will take the Kansas Reading and Math assessments.  6th grade students will also be taking the Social Studies assessment. More information will be sent home as time draws near.  Please remember, students not scoring in the top three categories (Proficient, Advanced, and Exemplary) on the assessments will be required to attend summer school.  

Attendance

Students are counted tardy if not in class by 8:10 am.  Students are counted ½ day absent if they arrive at school after 9:05 or leave before 2:30.  If your child will be absent or tardy, please call the office before 8:30 at 494-2482.  Upon return to school, we will provide your child with work they missed while absent.  Please see page 3 of the student handbook in your child’s agenda for more information regarding attendance.
[image: image3.wmf]
Band

5th and 6th grade students are able to participate in band.  Band is every morning from 9:15-10:15.  6th grade students have band class four days a week for the entire hour.  5th grade band students begin the year with sectional practices and progress to whole group band by the end of the year.  On days 5th grade students are not in band, they will have study hall time.
Book Orders

Book orders will be sent home periodically throughout the year.  Due dates for each order will be noted in the weekly newsletter.  Points are earned through the book orders which allow classes to order new books for classroom libraries.  
Classroom books

Each classroom has a set of Dictionaries, Writer’s Express and Math at Hand reference books as well as a classroom library of novels.  Students are permitted to check out reference books for nightly use, but must return the book the next day.  Students are permitted to check out books from classroom libraries and may use the book until they have completed reading, but must return the book in good condition when finished.  Please make sure any school books found at home are returned to school so they may be used by others.
If you feel that you would like to have a Writer’s Express and/or Math at Hand book at home, they may be ordered from Hastings, Varney’s, or even Amazon.com and are approximately $15 each.  

Concerts
5th and 6th grade students have one whole group music concert during the year.  Students participating in band and Honor Choir will have additional concerts in which to perform.  Information regarding concerts will be announced at a later date.
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Discipline/Citizenship
Students are given a weekly grade for citizenship.  However, citizenship grades do not affect academic grades.  Citizenship grades are based upon a system in which students can receive marks for failure to observe class rules and policies.  Weekly summaries of marks will be sent home every Friday with the newsletter.  To recognize students that demonstrate positive citizenship by receiving less than 7 marks, a weekly reward recess will be given.  Students not demonstrating positive citizenship as a result of receiving 7 or more marks will miss the reward recess in the amount of 5 minutes per mark received.  For example, if a student receives 7 marks they will miss 35 minutes of recess.  If a student receives 9 or more marks, in addition to missing recess, they will also eat lunch in the office.  Any of the following may be used to address discipline problems that may occur: verbal warning, conference with the student, mark in citizenship book, parent contact by phone or note, referral to principal, or suspension/expulsion.  Refer to the student agenda for specific school policies regarding student conduct.
Drinks

Students are allowed and encouraged to bring water bottles to school, especially during warm weather.  Juice, sports drinks, and soda are not allowed.   
Field Trip

Students may be denied the opportunity to attend field trips and special activities for disciplinary problems or failure to complete required assignments.  Students will not be permitted to attend a field trip if they have a (D( or an (F( in any subject.  Students not attending the field trip or activity are expected to attend school and complete required work on that day.

Grammar 

Students will be given weekly grammar skills activities.  They will be given class time to work on the assignment.  

[image: image5.wmf]

Homework

Homework is to be done at home.  An assignment will be considered late if it is not handed in by 8:15 a.m.  Each trimester, students will be given three "Assignment Warning Coupons" which will allow one additional day to complete an assignment.  At the end of the trimester, any unused coupons can be redeemed for extra credit in reading, math, language arts, or theme. However, if a student uses all of their coupons and continues to hand in late assignments, the assignments will be counted as late and students will receive half credit for the work.  All late assignments must be handed in within one week of the original due date.  Occasionally students will be given the opportunity to re-do an assignment on which they scored poorly.  Students will be given one week to re-do the assignment and hand it back in for an averaged grade.
Important Dates

Dates for important events are listed in the weekly newsletter and can be found on the district website.  
Newsletter

Informational newsletters will be sent home every Friday on the same page as the citizenship report.  Please sign and return with your child the following school day.
Parent/Teacher Conferences
St. George Elementary’s fall parent/teacher conferences are scheduled with all parents.  Spring conferences are arranged on an as-needed basis.  If you are scheduled for a conference time that does not work for you, simply contact the office to reschedule.  Conferences may also be scheduled at any time of the year if parents or teachers have concerns.  Refer to page 4 of the student handbook for more information.
Parties

Students are welcome to bring treats to celebrate birthdays, but it is not a requirement.  Classes may also have seasonal parties a few times throughout the year.  
Progress Reports

Grade information for all students is now accessible to parents on the internet.  Parents will receive a password and login information at the beginning of the year so student progress may be monitored.  As such, a printed Progress Report will only be sent home on the last Friday of every month. Progress Reports will be printed on the same page as the Newsletter and Citizenship Report.  Please sign and return reports to school with your child the following school day.   If you have questions regarding your child’s progress, feel free to contact the teachers.  If you misplace your login or password information, contact the office.  
Non-custodial parents may request a copy of all newsletters and progress reports.  Please notify the office if you would like to begin receiving these reports.  Reports will be mailed on Friday.
Recycling

St. George Elementary recycles many different items and conducts many recycling drives during the year.  Please help us in our efforts by saving aluminum cans and tabs; newspapers; cell phone batteries;  batteries; computer printer cartridges; magazines; telephone books; old books; junk mail; white copy paper; fiber board (cereal boxes); corrugated cardboard; clear, brown, and green glass; #1 and #2 plastic;  and steel food cans.  Do not bring any containers that have had oil in them - even cooking oil.  We also cannot recycle styrofoam or commercial glass such as window glass.
Recyclable items can be sent to school with your student or you may take the items to the recycling trailer located to the south-west of the school on the lower football field.  Please sort materials into the appropriate bins.
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Schedule* 


*subject to change 
	7:50-8:15         8:15-9:15         9:15-10:15       10:15-10:30     10:30-11:45     11:50-12:35     12:40-1:10     1:10-1:30       1:30-2:00
2:00-3:00      
3:00-3:30
3:30                  
	Check-In/Morning Work
Music/P.E./Computer

Band/Study Hall/Counselor/Mentoring

Snack/Break/Grammar 
Reading & Spelling

Theme (Social Studies, Science)
Lunch

Recess

Read aloud/DEAR/Break

Math

Language Arts 
Dismissal


Sickness

To prevent the spread of illnesses, students should not return to school until 24 hours have passed after a fever has broken or after the last vomiting episode.  Please refer to pages 5 and 6 of the student handbook for more information regarding student sicknesses.

Snack

Our lunch period is at 12:40.  We understand that this is quite a long time between breakfast and lunch, and therefore we will allow students to bring a snack to eat at 10:15.  Bringing a snack is not mandatory, and if your child brings a snack it needs to be small enough to be consumed in less than 10 minutes.  We are also asking that snacks are healthy choices. Examples of acceptable snacks include, but are not limited to: string cheese, pudding cups (you will need to send a spoon), peanut butter crackers, fruit and/or vegetables, granola bar, etc.  Snacks which are mainly sugar, for example cookies, fruit snack and/or roll ups, are not acceptable snack choices as they will not sustain the students until lunch time.  Students may bring a water bottle to drink with snack, but will be allowed to get a drink from the fountain if needed.  Please refer to page 7 for our policy on drinks in the classroom.
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Spelling

As with K through 4th grades, students in the 5th and 6th grades will continue with the Sitton Spelling Program.  Students will complete a variety of activities in class, but will also have a “Take Home Task” to complete with parents every Tuesday and a Review test every Friday.  For more information about the Sitton Spelling philosophy, visit http://www.sittonspelling.com/philosophy/Research-Base.pdf
Student Handbook

Please refer to the Student Handbook section in the front of your child’s agenda for additional school policies and procedures.  Topics of interest: “Dress” pg. 4, “Health” pg. 5, “Homework” pg. 5, “Lunch Period” pg. 8, and “Telephone” pg. 12.  If you have any questions regarding the handbook, contact your child’s homeroom teacher.
Study Hall

Students not participating in band will have a study hall period.  During study hall, 5th grade students will complete a skills practice assignment.  Students will have time to finish the assignment during study hall and will be given a grade for doing so.  Students may also use study hall to work on AM and AR.
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Summer School

Many factors are considered when determining if a student is placed on the summer school list.  Foremost are the state assessments.  Students not scoring in the top three categories on the state assessments will be required to attend summer school.  However, assessments are not the only criteria used to determine summer school attendance. Classroom performance and grades will also be considered.  Any student with a D or F on their year-end report card and/or who does not meet the exiting levels outlined below will also have summer school.  This means that a student may score in the top three categories on the assessment but still be on the summer school list.  The chart below outlines the minimum exiting proficiency levels required of students at the 5th and 6th grade.  If your child is being considered for summer school, notices will be sent in the fall and/or spring.
	Math 
	%/Level
	Reading
	%/Level

	AM Practice average
	70%
	AR  Reading Level
(Growth of one grade level)
	+1.0

	AM Test average
	70%
	AR Comprehension Average
	70%

	AM Objectives Mastered 
(70% of total objectives)
	
	Qualitative Reading Inventory
“Instructional”  at grade
	

	 * 5th objectives mastered
	125
	 * 5th Instructional level
	5

	 * 6th objectives mastered
	150
	 * 6th Instructional level
	6 

	Classroom Assessment average
	70%
	Classroom skills assessment average
	70%


Theme Class (Science and Social Studies)

Science and Social Studies are taught during Theme time.  Students will experience three different science and social studies units throughout the year.  During the units, students will rotate among the three classroom teachers and participate in units based on the state science and social studies standards.   

Tutoring

[image: image9.wmf]Tutoring is available to students needing additional assistance.  Students will be referred to after school tutoring on an individual basis based on class performance.  
Please sign and return this page only once you have read through this parent reference guide.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us during the times outlined on page 3.
Signature:________________________________________________________

For our information, please provide us with the following daytime contact information:

Email:

Home:____________________________________________________________

Work:_____________________________________________________________

Phone number:

Home:______________________________________________

Work: ______________________________________________

Cell: ________________________________________________

Any other information you feel we should know:
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