
 

WWeellccoommee  tt oo  KKiinnddeerrggaarr tt eenn!!    
Dear Parents,  

 Welcome to the 2009 -2010 school year! I  hope your child has been as excited 

about the first few days of school as I  have been; I  think we will have a great year! This 

packet is to help you and your child become fami liar with Kindergarten.  Please keep this 

in a convenient place to refer to it throughout the year.  

 You are welcome to visit our classroom at any time and volunteers are always 

welcome. If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact me: 

 School: (785) 494 -2482 or  

 Home:  (785) 457 -2862   

 Email: gehrtm@rockcreekschools.org  or gehrt@bluevalley.net  

My plan time is from 2:15 to 3:15 -- this is the best time to call me during the 

school day although I prefer email .  

 

KK II NN DD EE RR GG AA RR TT EE NN   SS CC HH EE DD UU LL EE   

 7:55 -8:15- Morning Activity  

8:15-8:30 - Attendance, flag s alute, lunch count  

8:30 -9:40- Communications (Reading, phonics activities, writing)   

9:45-10:00- Morning Recess 

10:00-10:10-Restrooms, drinks  

10:10-10:50- Math/Calendar  

10:50-10:55- Restrooms/ Wash for lunch  

11:00-11:30- Lunch  

11:30-12:00-Afternoon Recess      

12:00-12:05-Restrooms, drinks  

12:05-12:-45 Show-n-tell/R est -time  

12:45-1:15- Centers  

1:15-2:00 - Theme (science, social studies)  

2:00 -2:15- Clean-up, Restrooms, Snack 

2:15-3:15-Specials (M/W/F Music & P.E., T/Th Counselor & L ibrary/ Computers ) 

3:15-3:25-Pack up for home  

3:30           Dismissal 

 

mailto:gehrtm@rockcreekschools.org
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This schedule is followed pretty closely with the exception of special 

presentations, assemblies, and adjusting rest -time.  

 

KK II NN DD EE RR GG AA RR TT EE NN   TT HH EE MM EE SS   

          Our entire school teaches using a theme-based learning program.   In Kindergarten 

we have weekly themes with the exception of holidays and seasons which may last 

several weeks.  There are also some weeks there is so  much going on that itõs hard to 

get everything done , so we will carry a theme over to the next week.   You will find a list 

of our themes as well as alphabet letters and math topics we will study attached at the 

back of  this packet. If you see a theme  that  you have experience with  and want to share 

with the class , please let me know.   (For example, if you are a nurse and want to come 

during Community Helpers week and share; that would be great! ) 

  

CC UU RR RR II CC UU LL UU MM       
          Phonics 

Our phonics program is called  Animated Literacy.   It was developed by Jim Stone 

who is a Kindergarten  teacher in California.   He developed the program for his 

Kindergarten  students  which were mostly ESL (English as a second language).   The 

program teaches the letters and sounds of the  alphabet with a character for each 

letter.   The character has a story  & action to go with the sound it makes, and a song to 

reinforce the letter sound.   Along with the characters, the program has drawing lessons 

for each word we learn to spell and writing  frames where the students fill in words that 

make sense or rhyme.  

          Reading   
The reading program ou r entire school uses is called Guided Reading.  The 

parent/teacher will show the child the cover and pictures in the book and discuss what 

they thi nk the book will be about and whatõs happening on each page of the book.  The 

child is given the title of the book.   After getting some prior knowledge about the book, 

the parent/teacher will have the child look at the words.   As the child and 

parent/teach er read together, they discuss what might make sense by looking at the 

pictures or how many words are on the page.   If you would like more information on how 

to use Guided Reading with you r  child let me know.   The levels are from A -Z although we 

only cover  A-C in kindergarten, maybe even higher if needed.  

        Writing  
Our writing program is called  Kid Writing.   The kids make the sounds they hear in 

the word.   If they come to a sound they donõt know, they make a magic line _ which tells 

me to work on tha t sound with them.   Itõs mostly independent writing with help from 
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adults to sound words out.   A child might want to say, òI like my dogó and write, òI lic mi 

dogó.  They are writing familiar sounds.   The adults helping the child will discuss their 

writing  with them and use adult writing under their sentence  so others can read their 

writing .  They will talk about different letter sounds and show the child the correct , or 

ògrown upó way to spell a word.  

 Math 
This will be our second year teaching a math prog ram called òInvestigationsó.  

This hands -on approach to math enables children to use all learning techniques through 

well-thought -out lessons.  Manipulatives are used so the children can see the problem 

and touch the problem.  Students are encouraged to exp lore d ifferent ways to think 

about each problem as well as different ways to record the problem.   We also 

incorporate many of our math skills into our calendar time.  Be looking for math fact 

flash cards to come home with your child in the spring.  

Science/Social Studies 
Various activities will be incorporated into our science and social studies themes.   

We like to go outside and explore the world around us, provide much -needed visual 

presentations, go on field trips, and provide many objects for the kids t o use their five  

senses.  We do have a microscope and will use magnets in science.   We will be doing 

simple science experiments and talk about forming hypothes es.   

          Centers 
          During centers your child will have a chance to learn independe ntly.   This is a play 

time that is structured around our theme of the week.   Some centers are play  oriented  

and some are academic.  Kindergartners need to work on social skills and explore the 

world around them.   This means getting along with others, shari ng, and interacting in 

small groups.  Centers time is when I observe social skills that need improvement as a 

whole class and on an individual basis.   At this time, I also work on skills with your child 

one-on-one.  I may be helping them tie their shoes, l earn their address, correct their 

papers from the morning, or work problems out we have had that day.   Itõs a very busy, 

but much needed , time in Kindergarten .  Youõre welcome to come play or observe 

anytime.  

Assessments 
          We will be testing your c hild every trimester.   We use what is called a CRT which 

includes all the skills we feel Kindergartners should know by the end of the year.   I will 

be showing you these scores at the first parent -teacher conference and let you know of 

any areas your child needs to work  on at that time.  

Report Cards 
          Your child will bring his/her report card home every trimester, (every 11 weeks).   

You will need to look the report card  over  and sign on the last page.   Every child will 
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have a parent/teacher conferenc e at the end of the first trimester.  The second 

trimester will  only be parent/teacher conferences for students I have concerns about.    

You will need to bring your childõs report card to the parent/teacher conference.  These 

conferences  are scheduled back -to -back so please have all your questions ready when 

you come.   

          Summer School  
          With the òNo Child Left Behind Actó passed in congress the state of Kansas has 

set new laws for public schools.   If your child is not scoring 100% on their CRT skills by 

the end of the school year, SUMMER SCHOOL IS  MANDATORY .  I mention this  so 

parents arenõt surprised when their child is recommended for summer school.  This is by 

teacher recommendation and includes all Kindergarten  skills, (reading, math, so cial 

studies, and science.)   Your child will also be expected to apply these skills in the 

classroom as well.  If your child knows their letters but canõt put them together to form 

words and read by the end of Kindergarten , they will be recommended for sum mer 

school.  Let me know if you have any other questions about this.  

 

AA TT TT EE NN DD AA NN CC EE       
 School starts at 8:05.  Your child will be tardy if they are not in the classroom by 

8:10.  This does include children who eat breakfast, although your child needs to be 

here before 8:00 to eat  and can be in the cafeteria by 7:45 .  The doors are not open 

until 7:55 for children so if they arrive early, they will need to wait outside unless 

eating breakfast.   If your child is going to be absent or has an appointment, please let 

Lynn in the office and myself know the day before  (494 -2482)  or 

westgatl@rockcreekschools.org  or my email gehrtm@rockcreekschools.org,  (please email 

us both in case one of us is gone) .  I may ask you to help your child with what they 

missed at that time.   Lynn would also appreciate it so sheõs not trying to track you down 

to see where your child is.  

 If your child needs to leave school earl y or is leaving by another procedure than 

normal, we must have a written note  or a phone call to the office  before 9:00 a.m . If 

youõre picking your child up early, you need to go to the office to get a pass first and 

then I will send your child to the offi ce or you can come by the classroom to pick up 

your child. This ensures that each child is where he/she is supposed to be and they are 

getting home safely.  

SS II CC KK NN EE SS SS       
 If your child has had a temperature in the last 24 hours before school starts or 

has vomited that morning, he/she needs to stay home.  This is a school wide rule  to  

mailto:westgatl@rockcreekschools.org
mailto:gehrtm@rockcreekschools.org,%20(please
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protect everyone else and to allow your child  to  feel better.   If youõre child vomits  at 

school, we send them home.   

          If your child has medication to take, you will nee d a doctorõs note to go with the 

medication .  This includes cough drops, medicated rubs, etc.   The doctorõs note with a 

timeline and dosage for the medication will need to be included.  

          Your child can bring òChap Stickó for chapped lips but it will need to be left in 

their backpack; t hey can apply it as needed.  

 

TT RR AA NN SS PP OO RR TT AA TT II OO NN    
          If your child rides the bus, please make sure they are at their bus stop on time  in 

the morning .   If you are picking your child up from school, please send a no te.  This is 

the only reason we will ever send your child another way home.  We never go by word of 

mouth since kindergartnerõs often get confused as to where they are supposed to be 

going. 

 Please donõt ever take your child out of the bus line.  We walk each kindergartner 

to the door of their bus and need to know where they are at all times.  Tell one of the 

kindergarten teachers first, then go tell your childõs bus driver. 

 If someone else is picking your child up from school, we also need to have a 

writt en note. 

 

HH OO MM EE WW OO RR KK     
  A homework assignment will be sent home each Friday as part of our weekly 

newsletter. It should be returned the following Friday. If the assignment is not 

completed & turned in by the following Friday, your student will need to sit out of 

centers that day to complete the homework or do make -up work. 

 This is to get your student used to having homework and it lets you, the parent, 

see what skills we worked on that week. The assignment will be fun for both parents and 

children and shou ld not be too time -consuming. 

 

DD II SS CC II PP LL II NN EE   PP OO LL II CC YY   

 We start the first day of school going over the rules.  In the beginning, I will be a 

little more lenient, but as the days go on, I expect the rules to be followed.  My goal is 

to show respect to each and e very student and I expect the same in return. My class 

rules are simple to follow:  

 *Listen to all teachers and adults and follow directions  

 *Raise your hand and wait to be called on before speaking  

 *Use a quiet, inside voice  
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 *Keep your hands and feet to yourself ñrespect othersõ space 

 *No running in the building  

I donõt have the same discipline for every class because every child is different 

and some things work better than others with individual students.   I do have time -out 

which I call, òThink Timeó.  This is a time when the child can sit and think about things 

they could improve about their situation.   After their time is up they will either come 

talk to me about the problem or talk to the person they had the confrontation with.   

Most of the time i t ends in a hug and a, òIõm sorryó but not always.   

          I will give one warning for behavior in the classroom; the second time  it happens  

their name on the board with one minute of recess time lost (usually sitting on the 

bench at recess) .  If the c hild consistently is getting minutes on the board, will not 

complete their work , and/o r refuses to participate, they  will miss their entire recess 

and stay in with me.   If this behavior persists, they will visit Ms. Edwards in the office.   

They will also g o to the office for hitting, punching, slapping, biting, kicking, poking, 

spitting, or using profanity.   It will depend on the severity of the offense.   I listen to 

the person accusing and the person who did the deed and assess whether they need to 

go to t he principal.   If this behavior or multiple behaviors occur, they go to the office.  

          If a child has had consistent behavior problems, they will not be allowed to attend 

field trips or special assemblies.   I feel if they canõt make good choices in a controlled 

environment, they canõt be trusted in a more re laxed environment.   These are usually 

extreme cases but I let all my parents know ahead of time.   You might remind your child 

as field trips come up and I will do the same.  

 I am a big advocate o f positive praise and positive thinking. I believe that itõs 

better to focus on what students should do instead of what they shouldnõt do. I use lots 

of incentives in order to encourage appropriate behavior. I also use other students who 

are doing a wonder ful job as examples for the rest of the class.  

FF II EE LL DD   TT RR II PP SS    
          We should be taking two field trips this year.   We take one to the pumpkin patch 

in October and go to  area farms and the zoo in April.   All parents, grandparents, or 

other relatives ar e welcome to come but need to let us know in advance for bus 

purposes.  No younger siblings are allowed to ride the bus to field trips.   If your childõs 

younger sibling is going with you, youõll need to drive separate for bus safety reasons. 

HH OO LL II DD II AA YY SS // CC LL AA SS SS   PP AA RR TT II EE SS    
          Holidays are written into our curriculum and we try to observe the major ones 

with parties ; Halloween, Christmas, Kansas Day, Valentines Day, St. Patrickõs Day and 

Easter.  We also have a Thanksgiving feast. Many of the holidays are c oordinated with 

seasonal activities as well.   We have a school-wide Hoedown every other year in the fall 
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with outdoor games and a hay ride . If you would like to help with parties by coordinating 

some games, providing snacks or treats, or volunteer to help,  let me know ahead of time.   

RR EE CC EE SS SS    
 We always go out to recess unless itõs above 100 degrees or below 40 degrees 

with a wind chill.   Your child will need to always dress appropriately for the weather .  

Children may not stay inside unless they have a do ctorõs note.  We wonõt have any adults  

inside to stay with your child.    

          If itõs snowing we still go outside. Your child will not be allowed to play in the snow 

unless they have snow boots, snow pants, and gloves on . Otherwise, they can play on t he 

concrete slab only.  

          I ask my class to bring an extra set of gloves and  a hat to store in their cubby all 

winter long.   As you are doing your winter shopping, please buy an extra set to leave at 

school.  This ensures everyone will be warm and c ozy going out to recess.   Sometimes 

gloves get dropped or left on the bus before the kids get to school.   The extra hat and 

gloves can be sent in anytime.   Please also make sure you label all hats and gloves with 

your childõs name somehow.   

LL II BB RR AA RR YY     
 Your child will be able to check out two library books at a time (one book at a time 

for the first month or so of school). If your child returns both books, they are allowed 

to check two more out. If they only bring back one, they can only check out one. You r 

child will be able to go to the library everyday if he/she chooses to do so. We usually do 

this first thing in the morning, so students who are tardy usually do not get a chance to 

go to the library. If your child damages or loses a library book, you wil l be responsible 

for replacing that book by paying the library for it.  

LL UU NN CC HH // SS NN AA CC KK   MM II LL KK    
 Each day your child will receive a milk or juice at snack time. We also have a snack 

every afternoon. Please advise us of any food allergies your child has. Milk wi ll be served 

with lunch unless your child is allergic to daily products. Snack milk is $ 20.54  a 

trimester and $ 61.60 a year. If you are unable to pay for this, your child will  drink 

water instead of juice or milk during snack.  

LL UU NN CC HH // BB RR EE AA KK FF AA SS TT    
 Lunch per  day: $ 2.00  

Adult Lunch: $2.85  

 Breakfast per day: $1. 40 

 If you send money for snack milk or lunch, please place it in a sealed envelope 

with your childõs name (first & last) on the front as well as what the money is for.  
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Reminders will be sent home week ly showing your childõs lunch/breakfast account 

balance.  

 If you will be eating the schoolõs lunch please try to bring $2.85 in exact change 

as Paula doesnõt always have change to give you.  Your lunch may not be deducted out of 

your childõs lunch account. 

 

DD RR EE SS SS    
 Please label all coats, jackets, backpacks, hats, mittens, gloves, and sweaters with 

your childõs name. Have your child wear play clothes that are appropriate for P.E. type 

activities. Also, your child should have a pair of shoes to keep at sc hool that are only 

worn for P.E. Remember we paint, use glue, and play quite actively in Kindergarten.  

RR EE SS TT   TT II MM EE   
 We do have rest time in Kindergarten. Rest time is important for little minds to 

take a break and just cool down. The students are not requi red to take a nap but they 

are asked to sit/lay quietly while listening to a book read aloud or to quiet music. They 

may also be allowed to color or read a book alone or with a friend at times.  

TT AA KK EE -- HH OO MM EE   FF OO LL DD EE RR SS    
 I have made a take -home folder for your child to keep his/her papers in as well as 

their weekly homework. This is so that all papers, craft projects, etc. make it home 

safely instead of in a wad in the bottom of his/her backpack.  

 I will explain this folder to the students. I expect it to be ke pt in their backpack 

at all times, and I will only replace it once during the school year. I will send home 

calendars, newsletters, announcements, homework, their school work, and important 

notes home in this folder. Please check this folder in the evening  and make sure it is 

returned to school each morning.  

NN EE WW SS LL EE TT TT EE RR // CC AA LL EE NN DD AA RR    
 You will be receiving a newsletter at the end of each week informing you of 

upcoming events, activities we did that week, and things you can do at home with your 

child to better enhance their learning. Calendars will be sent home at the beginning of 

each month showing an outline of upcoming events as well. Both of these items will be 

sent home in your childõs take-home folder.  

BB II RR TT HH DD AA YY SS    
 Student birthdays will be printed on the  monthly calendar. I will also write in 

what day we will celebrate it at school (if the birthday does not fall on a school day). 

For children with summer birthdays, we will celebrate these in May so they have a 
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special day as well. You may send a treat for  your childõs birthday that we will eat at 

snack time.  

 On the day we celebrate your childõs birthday he/she will bring home a birthday 

bag full of goodies from their classmates and me: cards from his/her classmates and I, 

a pencil from me, and 2 prizes ou t of my prize box. Your child will also get to wear a 

birthday crown all day, and then take it home. Please return the bag the next day so the 

next birthday student can use it.  

 If you r  child is having a birthday party at home, he/she cannot pass out 

invitation s at school unless the whole class is invited.  It causes too many hurt feelings 

when a child is not invited. If you choose to invite select children to a party, please do 

so outside of the school.  

SS TT AA RR   SS TT UU DD EE NN TT    
 Toward the beginning of the year, a Star Student will be selected for each week; 

we will go in alphabetical order by first name. This child will share things about 

themselves and/or baby and family pictures. He/she will be able to invite a 

parent/special adult to eat lunch, read to the class , and share about themselves (career, 

family, pets, etc.)  We will send home a form the week before as a guide for this 

activity.  

SS HH AA RR II NN GG  (Show-and-tell)    

 Your child may bring in one item for his/her òSharingó, or show-and-tell, day. Your 

child will be responsible for that item during the school day, but it is to stay in his/her 

backpack until Show & Tell time.   I have two children per day.  You will know itõs your 

childõs show-n-tell time when the bag comes home.  No live pets are allowed in our school 

for sharing.  Sorry, this is a school wide rule.  

BB OO OO KK   OO RR DD EE RR SS   &&   BB OO OO KK -- II TT    
          Book orders will be sent out once a month.   For every dollar spent, our class earns 

bonus points.  I use the bonus points to buy items for our classroom.   Many of the  

classroom books, big books, books on tape/CD, and videos we watch were purchased with 

bonus points.  Please make sure your childõs book order has their name and the amount 

on it.   It will need to be placed in an envelope or baggie to ensure I get the money.  

          The Book-it program through Pizza Hut will start in October and run through 

March.   Each month your child will receive a reading form to record book s read.  You and 

your child need to fill the entire form with books  youõve read that month.  I will n ot 

issue a pizza coupon for partially completed forms.   I will allow a couple of days past the 

end of the month for them to be returned .  If your child turns in a Book -it form every 

month, they get a special treat from me  and an award certificate .   
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Thank you for taking time to read through this packet. I am always here when you 

have any questions or concerns. Again, you can reach me at school at  

494 -2482 or gehrtm@rockcreekshcools.org . 

 

 

Mrs. Gehrt  J 

 

 

 

 
Cut along the line 

Parents,  

 Please sign below that you have read this parent packet  and 

return this slip to school with your child .  

 

Parentõs Signature____________________________   

Date  ______________________  
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