Title 1 Reading 
5th/6th grade
Dear Parent(s):

Your child is currently receiving services through the Title 1 reading program.  While receiving services from Mrs. Loewen, a nylon bag will come home each evening.  Inside the bag, you will find a book and a purple sheet of paper. Occasionally, you will find other homework or notes in the bag as well.
  
Daily assigned reading:  
In order to provide your child with plenty of reading opportunities and to stay on top of their monthly reading goal, a daily reading assignment will be placed in the nylon bag each night.  Typically, students are required to read a minimum of 8 pages per night from their AR book.  Occasionally, a chapter from the class novel will be assigned instead.  Please sit next to your child and enjoy listening to them read their book.  After listening to them read, you simply need to write the title of the book, and initial that your child read it to you.  (This is important, because after completing the assigned reading, he/she get to roll dice to earn points for a reward.)  

Daily assigned writing:
Additionally, students will either be filling out a question sheet or writing a summary over the chapter or book they are reading.  All together this homework shouldn’t take more than about 15-20 minutes.

I will be reviewing the summary, to look for complete sentences, ideas, verb tense, etc.  I will also check to see that the summary is complete, but concise. (One to two sentences should be sufficient.)  The summary needs to be done by the student as much as possible.  That way, I will know what areas he/she is struggling with.

What else will my child do during reading time with Mrs. Loewen?

Each day we will be doing a variety of activities to boost reading competency.  Activities include vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension practice as well as some short lessons on phonics as needed.  

Specific skills addressed include:  

**reading for meaning**retelling/summarization skills**writing in complete sentences and recording complete thoughts**spelling**making inferences ** classifying information ** drawing conclusions ** deriving meaning from context clues ** expanding vocabulary ** following directions ** labeling parts of a diagram** reading for details ** cause and effect ** critical thinking ** fact or opinion ** main idea ** reference skills ** sequencing ** narrative and expository text structure**author’s purpose.

The best thing you can do for your child at home is to have them read each day.  After they read, ask them questions about what they read and discuss with them connections of what they read to things in their own lives.  

If you have any questions about the nylon bag or about other things you can be doing at home to help your child, please call me at school.  The phone number is #494-2482.

Thank you for your support!

Dionne Loewen
Reading Specialist/ Title I 
