Title I Parent Night
September 15, 2009
I am going to review what we do on most days during reading and math class.

3rd/4th grade Reading 
	*SRA 
-A is a corrective reading series developed for students who confuse words, often omit words or replace the word in text with a synonym, or who do not read at an adequate rate.  The reading is taught in a directed teaching style and reading accuracy is emphasized. Students revisit phonetic relationships.  Reading rate and accuracy is tracked daily.
	*Other skills
-After we finish the SRA lesson for the day, we will focus on other skills. Our current unit is vocabulary including homophones, homographs, and multiple meaning words.
	*Novel study	
-As the year progresses, we will begin novel studies. During this time we will read from a longer chapter book and discuss questions based on what we read.
	*Homework
-Daily reading and writing- Students should read 8 pages every night from their AR book. Please sit next to your child and enjoy listening to them read their book.  After listening to them read, you simply need to write the title of the book, and initial that your child read it to you.  (This is important, because after completing the assigned reading, he/she get to earn points for a reward.)  Additionally, students should write a summary over the chapter or book they are reading.  All together this homework shouldn’t take more than about 15-20 minutes.

5th/6th grade Reading
	*Word Works
- Each day we begin class with a word works lesson. These lessons focus on skills to increase word knowledge such as multiple meaning words, homographs, homophones, or prefixes, roots, and suffixes.
*Novel
-Part of every class is spend reading a novel and answering questions about the story.
	*Homework
-Daily reading and writing- Students should read 8 pages every night from their AR book. Please sit next to your child and enjoy listening to them read their book.  After listening to them read, you simply need to write the title of the book, and initial that your child read it to you.  (This is important, because after completing the assigned reading, he/she get to earn points for a reward.)  Additionally, students should write a summary over the chapter or book they are reading.  All together this homework shouldn’t take more than about 15-20 minutes.

3rd grade Math 
	*Basic Computation Practice
-Each day we will begin class by practicing math facts in a variety of ways to increase student’s speed in basic computation. 
*Investigations
-This is the curriculum used by all the third grade math classes. It incorporates math into a lot of hands-on games and activities and uses many manipulatives to make math concrete for students. 
	*Homework
- Students have flash cards they need to practice at home daily. Math Facts in a Flash is a computer based practice that we use at school and can be accessed at home via the www.rockcreekschools.org Home Connect tab on the right. 
*Accelerated Math (AM) 
-AM is a computerized math practice program that allows students to work at their own pace on specified skills, or objectives.  Students complete a practice, fill in a computer scan card, and run their card through a scanner.  When practices are scanned, a print out called a TOPS Report will print along with their next practice.   Students will complete AM practices in during the afternoon with Mrs. Trent, but may spend some time in Title Math doing these practices.
6th grade Math
	*Math in Context
- This is the curriculum used by all the sixth grade math classes. It uses story problems to teach students math skills. Part of our time will be spent using this text.
	*Other skills
-The other half of our time is spent working on basic math skills that students will encounter on their Accelerated Math practice.
	*Homework 
- Accelerated math (AM) practices are due every Tuesday and Friday. But in order to stay on top of the assignment, students will be required to complete a few problems of the practice each night.  Hopefully this will eliminate any late nights and rushed practices.  For each passing practice, your child will get to roll a dice to earn points for a reward.  
- Math Facts in a Flash is a computer based practice that we use at school and can be accessed at home via the www.rockcreekschools.org Home Connect tab on the right. It is a great practice for basic math computation.



Bal-a-vis-x
--Each day classes begin with 5 minutes of Bal-a-vis-x. Bal-A-Vis-X is a series of Balance / Auditory / Vision exercises, of varied complexity,most of which are deeply rooted in rhythm. These exercises require full-body coordination and focused attention. The program utilizes beanbags, racquetballs, balance boards, and multiple principles and activities from Education Kinesiology. It demands cooperation, promotes self-challenge, fosters peer teaching. It consists of multiple thousands of physical/auditory/visual midline crossings in three dimensions, crossings that are steadily rhythmic and auditorily-based, their pace the natural outcome of proper physical technique. In distilled essence, Bal-a-Vis-X enables the entire mind-body system
to experience the natural symmetrical flow of a pendulum. (Bill Hubert, 2007, pg. 101).

Accelerated Reader (AR)
--Books are selected based on their reading level from the library.  Students take the books home to read.  Then, they bring the book back to school and take a test on the computer over the book.  Points are awarded, and several times throughout the year, there is an AR store set up where they can spend their points.

Group Changes
--We constantly monitor your child’s progress.  At the trimester, or before, if necessary, we adjust groups so that your child is reading with the group that is appropriate for their skills and reading level at that time.  

Summer School
--Students meeting the summer school criteria are elegible to attend summer school. Criteria is found in the parent handbooks for 3rd/4th grade and 5th/6th grade.


Thank you for your support. If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to call or email at loewend@rockcreekschools.org or 494-2482 or search for additional information on the website at www.rockcreekschools.org under Title 1.

Dionne Loewen
Title 1/Reading Specialist 
