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IDEAS & CONTENT

	
Main Ideas: position and all ideas are clear, focused, and compelling

Development: details are selectively chosen and highly effective in expanding the main topic, supporting the argument, and providing insight

Addresses Readers’ Needs: holds attention; thoroughly explains topic in complete and understandable terms; responds to readers’ needs

Length: meets the proper minimum length (8 full pages)
	
Main Ideas: position/ideas are clear; some elements may not be compelling

Development: needs additional details in one or two places to expand the main topic, support the argument, and provide insight

Addresses Readers’ Needs: piques readers’ interest; explains topic in understandable terms but may leave readers with one or two questions

Length: has over half of the proper length, but does not yet meet the minimum of 8 full pages (6-7 pages)
	
Main Ideas: position/ideas are identifiable but could be more precisely worded; lack of clarity interferes with readers’ interest

Development: more detail and support needed in several places; repetitive, trivial, or rambling info. interrupts, but essay largely consists of focused info.

Addresses Readers’ Needs: sometimes responds to readers’ informational needs; several issues and/or questions are left hanging

Length: has just over half of the proper length (5 pages)

	
Main Ideas: position is vague; ideas are unfocused and rarely compelling

Development: missing details/support require readers to fill in many blanks; focused support are over-shadowed by repetitive, trivial, or rambling info.

Addresses Readers’ Needs: rarely responds to readers’ informational needs; several important questions and/or issues are left hanging

Length: has less than half of the proper length, but has more than just a quarter of the paper (3-4 pages)
	
Main Ideas: unclear; out of focus; indistinct; not yet known

Development: rarely attempted; lists of minor details or facts may be substituted for true development

Addresses Readers’ Needs: limited or unclear information; forces readers to make inferences throughout

Length: has only about a quarter of the proper length or less (1-2 pages)
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ORGANIZATION

	
Structure: guides readers purposefully through the text; key issues stand out clearly with equal development; paragraphing is highly effective; flows smoothly

Introduction & Conclusion: inviting; goes beyond a simple summary

Thesis: has a clear thesis statement that includes purpose of paper and topics to be covered

Transitions: present throughout; strong and natural; help to weave information into a cohesive whole

Format: follows proper research paper format (includes title page, outline, information heading, header with last name and page number, etc. and uses 12-pt. Times New Roman throughout)

	
Structure: effective but not compelling; balance of ideas and relationships among ideas could be improved; paragraphing is appropriate and effective but may be too obvious or formulaic; sequencing makes the text easy to follow, but is obvious 

Introduction & Conclusion: both present; one is truly effective, one is only functional

Transitions: present throughout but not necessarily strong or natural; help to weave together threads of info. but may be occasionally awkward

	
Structure: functional; gets the job done; may be so dominant, predictable, and/or formulaic that it smothers the ideas; paragraphing is mostly effective, could be revised in one or two spots; lingers too long on some points and skims over other points

Introduction & Conclusion: both are recognizable and functional, but not truly effective

Thesis: has a recognizable thesis statement, but may not include both the purpose of paper and topics to be covered

Transitions: usually present, but may be too obvious, too structured, or awkward
	
Structure: beginning to take shape, but not yet functional; feels more random than purposeful, often leaving readers with a sense of being adrift; paragraphing is not effective; main ideas should be more effectively arranged and delivered

Introduction & Conclusion: one present, not both

Transitions: occasionally present, but connections between some ideas are confusing
	
Structure: haphazard and disjointed; severely inhibits comprehension of ideas; paragraphing is not attempted or appears to be done at random; no clear sense of pace or direction to carry readers smoothly from point to point

Introduction & Conclusion: neither are present

Thesis: does not have a clear thesis statement and does not include purpose of paper and topics to be covered

Transitions: missing or unclear, forcing readers to make giant leaps; connections between ideas seem confusing or incomplete

Format: does not follow proper research paper format (may not include title page, outline, information heading, header with last name and page number, etc. and may not use 12-pt. Times New Roman throughout)
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VOICE

	
Energy & Passion: lively, expressive, and engaging; holds readers’ attention

Tone: effective; fits the topic, purpose, and audience; ideas are presented in fair and equitable language

Audience Awareness: clearly written for an audience; readers are engaged and compelled to read on

	
Energy & Passion: results are pleasant or intriguing, if not unique and engaging

Tone: mostly effective; largely fits the topic, purpose, and audience with minor exceptions; ideas in fair language with minor lapses

Audience Awareness:  understands audience but could better engage audience in spots

	
Energy & Passion: sincere; communicates on a functional, if somewhat distant level

Tone: somewhat effective; could be altered slightly to better fit the topic, purpose, or audience; ideas presented in fair language some of the time 

Audience Awareness: aware of an audience, but does not fully engage that audience; readers are informed, but must work at remaining engaged

	
Energy & Passion: shaky; seems somewhat distanced from topic or audience; the text lacks energy

Tone: ineffective; needs revision to better fit the topic, purpose, or audience; ideas are rarely presented in fair language

Audience Awareness: little awareness of an audience; readers must work at remaining engaged

	
Energy & Passion: disengaged; seems definitely distanced from topic, audience, or both

Tone: inappropriate for the issue, purpose, and audience; ideas are not presented in fair language

Audience Awareness: no understanding of audience; no attempt to involve readers; readers must work hard to remain engaged and gain info.
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WORD CHOICE

	
Accuracy: both common and uncommon words are used correctly and enhance overall meaning

Specificity: precise diction; any specialized vocabulary used is sufficiently explained

Appeal:  original and appealing; striking words and phrases catch interest; language is natural and never overdone; slang or clichés are not used

	
Accuracy: words capture meaning; experiments with uncommon words and generally uses them effectively

Specificity: generally precise diction; any specialized vocabulary used is most often sufficiently explained

Appeal: some originality; striking words and phrases largely catch interest but may be overdone in places; rarely has redundancy, slang, or clichés

	
Accuracy: words are usually correct; may sometimes interfere with meaning

Specificity: some precise diction; specialized vocabulary, if used, sometimes lacks sufficient explanation

Appeal: little originality; readers occasionally lose interest; occasional use of redundancy, slang, cliché; overly familiar words and phrases rarely capture readers’ imagination
	
Accuracy: words are frequently incorrect or inadequate, often interfering with meaning

Specificity: generic diction used; specialized vocabulary, if used, often lacks sufficient explanation

Appeal: functional, but lacks punch and originality; words convey ideas but do not capture readers’ imagination; readers often lose interest; frequent redundancy; overuse of slang or clichés
	
Accuracy: incorrect and inappropriate words corrupt meaning and confuse readers

Specificity: generic diction used; words are so vague and abstract (e.g., It was a fun time, It was nice and stuff), only a general message is conveyed

Appeal: bland, unoriginal; limited vocabulary does not speak to audience; riddled with redundancy, slang, and/or clichés that distract readers; must force self to continue reading
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SENTENCE FLUENCY


	
Reading Ease: glides along with each sentence flowing effortlessly

Structure: sentences are well built and skillfully crafted; reflect logic and sense; fragments, if used, are purposeful and work well

Variety: purposefully diverse; effective in moving readers readily from one sentence to the next

	
Reading Ease: reads smoothly though it may lack a certain rhythm or grace

Structure: sentences are grammatically correct but may not seem skillfully crafted; most sentences reflect logic; fragments are purposeful

Variety: mostly diverse; usually effective in moving readers from one sentence to the next
	
Reading Ease: reads efficiently for the most part, tends to be more mechanical

Structure: shows control over simple structure, variable control over complex; reflects some logic; some run-ons and/or fragments

Variety: frequently favors a particular beginning or structure; may be formulaic; somewhat effective in moving readers

	
Reading Ease: word patterns are often jarring or irregular, forcing readers to pause or re-read

Structure: shows some control over simple structure, little control over more complex; few sentences reflect logic; frequent run-ons and fragments

Variety: relies on one or more formulaic beginnings or structures; rarely effective in moving readers
	
Reading Ease: difficult to follow; most sentences tend to be choppy, incomplete, rambling, awkward

Structure: little or no control; tends to obscure meaning, rather than showing how ideas relate; persistent run-ons and/or fragments

Variety: repetitive patterns make readers weary; not effective in moving readers from through sentences
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CONVENTIONS

	
Control: solid control over a wide range of standard spelling, grammar, and usage conventions that enhances readability

Error Frequency: very few and minor; readers can easily skim over errors unless specifically searching

Punctuation: almost always correct; used purposefully and effectively

Publication Readiness: only light editing is required for publication

	
Control: moderate control over a range of standard spelling, usage, and grammar conventions which generally enhances readability

Error Frequency: few; occasionally serious enough to be mildly distracting

Punctuation: terminal punctuation is almost always correct; a few errors with internal punctuation

Publication Readiness: generally light editing is needed, but certain places need more thorough editing 

	
Control: fair control over a small range of standard spelling, usage, and grammar conventions; problems do not distort meaning

Error Frequency: numerous or serious enough to be a bit distracting, but the handles most conventions well

Punctuation: terminal punctuation is typically correct; internal punctuation may be often incorrect or missing

Publication Readiness: more thorough editing is still needed
	
Control: weak control over a small range of standard spelling, usage, and grammar conventions; in some places, problems distort meaning

Error Frequency: numerous or serious enough to distract readers frequently

Punctuation: terminal punctuation is sometimes correct; internal punctuation is rarely correct or is missing

Publication Readiness: substantial editing is still required
	
Control: little or no control over standard spelling, usage, and grammar conventions; problems frequently distort meaning

Error Frequency: continually distracts readers; readers must read once to decode, then again for meaning

Punctuation: both terminal and internal punctuation is often incorrect

Publication Readiness: extensive editing is required
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RESEARCH

	
Researched Information: 
· demonstrates strong commitment to quality of info. 
· research supports the writer’s main idea/thesis without squelching his/her own ideas and analysis of information

Incorporation of Research:
· effectively paraphrases material into writer’s own style
· effectively weaves borrowed material into writer’s own sentences and paragraphs
· punctuates borrowed material correctly to enhance readability

Sources:
· includes all current sources
· all sources used equally
· includes at least 10 sources

	
Researched Information: 
· demonstrates a commitment to the quality of information 
· research supports main idea/thesis but may occasionally overshadow writer’s own ideas

Incorporation of Research:
· paraphrasing of material into writer’s style is largely effective
· weaving of borrowed material into writer’s own sentences and paragraphs is largely effective
· minor errors in punctuation of borrowed material exist but do not impede readability

Sources:
· includes sources that are mostly current
· uses sources equally most of the time
· includes only 8 sources

	
Researched Information:
· demonstrates limited commitment to the quality of info. borrowed 
· research frequently overshadows the writer’s own ideas on the topic or analysis of the information

Incorporation of Research: 
· attempts to paraphrase borrowed material into writer’s own style but is not effective
· attempts to weave material into writer’s own sentences and paragraphs but is not effective
· errors in punctuating material begin to impede readability

Sources:
· includes sources that are sometimes current
· uses sources equally sometimes; relies on a few too often
· includes only 6 sources

	
Researched Information:
· demonstrates very little or no commitment to the quality of info.
· writer’s own ideas are replaced by an over-abundance of research without analysis

Incorporation of Research: 
· attempts to paraphrase borrowed material into writer’s own style result in the essential ideas of the source being altered
· attempts to weave material into writer’s own sentences and paragraphs but alters the ideas
· errors in punctuating borrowed material impede understanding

Sources:
· includes sources that are mostly outdated
· uses sources equally very rarely
· includes only 4 sources

	
Researched Information: 
· demonstrates disregard for the quality of information 
· writer’s own ideas on the topic and/or analysis of the information are not present

Incorporation of Research: 
· does not attempt to paraphrase borrowed material into writer’s own style
· does not attempt to weave borrowed materials into writer’s own sentences and paragraphs
· errors in punctuating borrowed material inhibit readability and understanding

Sources:
· includes all outdated sources
· does not use sources equally
· includes only 2 sources
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IN-TEXT CITATIONS

	
· all borrowed material is fully documented and cited
· enables reader to verify source of all borrowed material
· minor errors, if any, do not blatantly violate the MLA rules

	
· most borrowed material is fully documented and cited
· enables reader to verify source of most borrowed material
· minor errors do not blatantly violate MLA rules
	
· some borrowed material is fully documented and cited
· enables reader to verify source of only some borrowed material
· a few errors blatantly violate MLA rules

	
· rarely is borrowed material fully documented or cited
· some citations incorrectly identify reference sources
· many errors blatantly violate MLA rules

	
· borrowed material is not fully documented or cited
· citations, if present, incorrectly identify reference sources
· ignores MLA rules of documentation 
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WORKS CITED

	
· lists full bibliographic information for all cited sources 
· omits sources that were consulted but not cited
· minor errors, if any, do not blatantly violate MLA rules and are easily missed

	
· lists most bibliographic info. for all cited sources; reader can find source despite any missing info.
· includes some sources that were consulted but not cited
· minor errors do not blatantly violate MLA rules

	
· missing bibliographic information for one source cited in the document
· a few errors blatantly violate MLA rules
	
· missing bibliographic information for more than one source cited in the document
· many errors blatantly violate MLA rules
	
· missing bibliographic information for multiple sources cited in the document
· ignores MLA rules



	
PLAGIARISM POLICY

	
Plagiarism/Cheating: any violations of the English 11 plagiarism and cheating policy or of the Rock Creek High School policy will be grounds for a grade of 0/500 on the research paper, negating all other points earned on this rubric. Violations include the following:  
· Including any text or idea that is copied directly from a source (or has only minor changes, like a few changed words or phrases) without the use of quotes and without attribution/citation
· Using the same sequence of ideas or organization of content as a source without attribution/citation
· Paraphrasing using the same sentence structures or substituting few words or phrases without the use of quotes and without attribution/citation
· Paraphrasing using your own sentence structures, but also using key words or phrases from the author, without quotes and without attribution/citation
· Using long sections of work that have been rewritten by another person, including another student, a tutor, etc.
· Turning in a paper that you have bought, found, or received, through the Internet, from former students, or from any other source


	
INCOMPLETE PAPER POLICY

	
Incomplete Papers:  any paper that is missing any major required portion will not be considered passing, even if point values are above the passing limit; it will be considered “incomplete” until the missing portion is added to the paper, then it will be awarded a grade.  Students must have the following items included with their papers in order to not receive an incomplete grade:  
· Title Page
· Outline
· Research Paper
· Works Cited




	
COMMENTS


















