Questions to use while monitoring comprehension:

What is this story about?

Who are the characters?

What events took place in the story?  What did the character(s) do?

When did certain events happen?

Where did these events happen? (setting)

“Why” and “How” questions which come up through reading?

Why did the character do that?

How did the character make that happen?

What was the solution the character used to solve his/her problem?

What do you predict will happen?

What happened at the beginning, middle, and end of the story?

What is the story about---can you summarize it for me?

Can you describe the main character—what type of person is he or she?

If “this” happens, what will it cause?

What does ________mean? (checking on vocabulary—let them use the context of the story to figure it out.)

Would you recommend this book to a friend? Why?

What are the pictures telling you—the pictures will always match the words?

How should that be read? (Make sure reader is pausing at commas, and stopping at periods. Also, what tone of voice would the character be using?)

It is always a good idea to try many different types of reading – newspaper articles, short stories, chapter books, technical reading (directions), schedules, timelines, comic books, poems, charts, menus, plays or skits, magazine articles, textbooks or research on subjects of interest, etc.

