
	Course Length:

Grade Level:

Prerequisite:

Textbook:

Course Description:

Methods of Teaching:

Pre-test & Post-test:

Grading Method:
	1 semester

9
None

Economic Education for Consumers, 3rd edition, South-Western Educational Publishing
This course is an introductory business course explaining the role of business in our personal lives. Contents will give a solid basis for students considering further study in business as well as offering useful and practical aspects of living to students not intending further business studies. Computer applications will be used to create charts, graphs, and spreadsheets, to calculate business problems and to communicate in the business world effectively. A comprehensive money management simulation will be used to reinforce the concepts taught.
A variety of teaching methods are used for this class including, lecture, demonstrations, guided practice, and hands-on activities.

A pre-test is not used in this class.

The post-test is a final project used as a CRT. The final project is a simulation reinforcing comprehensive money management concepts taught throughout the semester.

Grades will be determined by daily hands-on assignments, unit projects, tests, and a final project applying their knowledge to a simulated real-life situation.


Course Outline:

I. Consumer buying decisions
A. Economic systems
B. Consumer’s role in economy
C. Decision making process
D. Advertising role in economy

II. Consumer Protection

A. Legislation

B. Consumer publications and organizations

C. Consumer rights and responsibilities

D. Consumer complaint procedures

1. Complaint agencies

2. Complaint letters

E. Warranties

F. Legal contracts
III. Career attainment
A. Determine skills, interests, aptitudes

B. Set goals

C. Explore careers

D. Apply for a job

1. Gather data

2. Complete applications

E. Develop resume and cover letter

F. Interview 

G. Follow-up letter

IV. Income taxes

A. Payroll deductions

1. Complete W-4 forms

2. Federal withholding

3. State withholding

4. Social security and medicare

5. Other deductions

B. Filing tax returns

1. Evaluate W-2 forms and 1099 forms

2. Complete 1040 EZ tax form

C. Government role in taxation

V. Budgeting

A. Preparing a personal budget
1. 
Monthly
2.
Yearly

B. Keeping records

C. Evaluating income and expenses

D. Adjusting as needs change
VI. Banking services
A. Financial institutions and services

B. Checking accounts

1. Opening a checking account

2. Checks and the check register

3. Deposits and cashing checks

4. Bank statements and reconciliations

C. Electronic banking

D. Special checks and services

E. Savings plans

F. Characteristics of savings plans (risk, liquidity, yield)

1. 
Calculating simple interest

2.
Calculating compound interest

G. Certificates of deposit

H. Money market accounts

VII. Investment Opportunities

A. Investment plans

B. Factors affecting the rate of return

C. Retirement

D. Compare interest, dividends, capital gains

E. Securities

1. Stocks

2. Bonds

3. Mutual funds

F. Real estate investment

G. Collectibles

H. Investment clubs

I. Stock options

VIII. Credit

A. Types of credit and when to use them

B. Sources of credit

C. Cost of credit

D. Credit worthy individuals

E. Credit ratings

F. Credit reporting agencies

G. Credit laws

H. Loans

1. Loan applications

2. Loan interest

3. Secured and unsecured loans

I. Installment contracts

J. Credit cards and charge accounts

1. Credit application

2. Card usage and payment

IX. Transportation
A. Benefits of owning and/or leasing a car

B. Car expenses

1. Payments

2. Insurance

3. License plates

4. Gasoline

5. Automobile parts

6. Maintenance

C. Used cars

1. Price guides

2. Identifying problems

3. Test drive checklist

D. New cars

1. Research quality cars and price comparisons

2. Depreciation

3. Sticker price

4. Purchase agreements

E. Car loans and leases

1. Installment contract

2. Types of leases

X. Housing

A. Housing choices

B. Read and understand leases

C. Rental deposits

D. Buying a home

1. Shopping for a home

2. Financing

3. Mortgages

4. Closing costs

     E. 
      Furnishing a home

XI. Automobile and Home Insurance

A. Automobile insurance

1. Cost factors

2. Types of automobile insurance

3. State requirements

B. Home and property insurance

1. Types of policies

2. Real property and personal property

XII. Health and life insurance 

A. Health insurance

1. Traditional plans

2. Managed care plans

B. Disability insurance

C. Workers compensation

D. Life insurance

1. Types of plans

2. Evaluate needs for life insurance

E. Social security and medicare

F. Retirement plans

XIII. Global economy
A.
International trade

B.
U.S. economy and world trade

C.
Political forces on economy
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	COURSE TITLE:

	Hardware Configuration

	Item
	Lab Configuration

	Operating System
	Windows XP Professional, SP3

	Processor
	Intel Core 2 Duo E4500, 2.2 GHz

	Memory
	2 GB

	Hard Drive Size
	80 GB

	CD-ROM or DVD
	LG 20X DVD+-RW

	Monitor
	17” 700:1 LCD Flat Panel with Speakers

	Video Ram
	Onboard Graphics, Intel GMA X3100

	Internet Access
	Wireless 1500 kbps

	Network
	Windows 2003
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	COURSE TITLE:

	Peripheral Devices and Other Technology

	Item
	Comments

	Printer
	HP Color LaserJet 3600

	Multimedia Projector
	Epson PowerLite

	Scanner
	Epson Scanjet 8250


Rock Creek Jr./Sr. High School

U.S.D. 323
	COURSE TITLE:

	Software Configuration

	Software Package
	Software Brand Name and Version #

	Operating System
	Microsoft Windows XP Professional, SP3

	Word Processor
	Microsoft Word 2007

	Telecommunications
	Internet Explorer 7.0

	Presentations
	Microsoft PowerPoint 2007

	Spreadsheet 
	Microsoft Excel 2007
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