
Rock Creek Ag Education


Ag Explorations

Mr. Holliday
Contact Information: 

Planning Period- Black Day 11:40-1:40

Work-  785.494.8591 or 457.3688  

Home-  785.834.5352  Cell 785.364.7386, 

email- Hollidad@Rockcreekschools.org
Course Description
An exploratory course in agricultural education for seventh and eighth grade students which explores the areas of  student development, animal science, plant science, and agricultural mechanics.  This course explores the areas in the high school ag education curriculum.  Student activities include a speech, parliamentary procedure, animal care, agricultural animals, shop skills and project, plant care and propagation.

Course Content
1.  Intro to Agricultural Education

A.  What is agriculture?  Students should be able to discuss the broad spectrum of agriculture.

B.   Ag Careers- SSBAT highlight various career options which are part of agriculture.

C.  Working Together- SSBAT demonstrate the ability to work together in class.

2.  Student Development

A.  Speeches- SSBAT write and present a 1-2 minute speech.

B. Technical Writing- SSBAT  write a how to build a PBJ sandwich.

C.  Parliamentary Procedure- SSBAT demonstrate proper use of parliamentary procedure.

3.  Plants and Soils-

A.  Plant Parts and Function- SSBAT identify plant parts and explain their function.

B.  Propagation- SSBAT perform plant propagation techniques.

C.  Soil texture SSBAT determine soil texture.

D.  Soil Testing SSBAT perform soil testing procedures using the Topsoil Tour.

4.  Animals

A.  Animal Care: SSBAT plan and present a 5-10 minute animal care video.

B.  Horses- SSBAT identify color markings, colors, and evaluate horses.

C.  Cattle- SSBAT indentify the parts of cattle, terminology and evaluate cattle.

5.  Ag Mechanics

A.  Shop Safety- SSBAT demonstrate proper shop safety at all times.

B.  Arc Welding- SSBAT perform a bead and butt weld.

C.  MIG Welding SSBAT perform a bead and butt weld

D.  Oxyacetylene Cutting- SSBAT perform a straight cut

E.  Operating shop tools- SSBAT follow proper shop procedures.

Evaluation Policy
Grading Scale:

Methods of Student Evaluation

90% - 100%   = A     
General Assignments
80% -   89%   = B

Lab Work

70% -   79%   = C

Projects

60% -   69%   = D

Quizzes

59% or below  = F

Notebook




Agenda  Log
Any work missed due to an unexcused absence will result in a zero grade.

Late assignments over one week will be docked 50% of the total possible.

Assignments without names will be docked 10% of the grade.

Grades will be determined by total points.

Supplies needed for class:

· 3 ring notebook

· CD/ diskettes

· Writing instrument

· Calculator

· Safety Glasses

· Lab clothes

Classroom Rules


1.
All students should show respect for themselves, others, and property.  Disrespectful behavior to teachers, staff, or other students will not be tolerated.

2.
Profanity is not to be tolerated in the classroom or any other part of the building.
3.
Disruptive noise or behavior will not be tolerated.


4. 
The third tardy  through the tenth tardy in all classes will result in 2 hours detention.  On the tenth tardy, parents need to attend a meeting concerning tardies.

5.
Sleeping in class will not be tolerated.

6.
Students will follow all additional rules for individual teachers.

a.
Protective clothing is required to work in the lab, i.e., coveralls or lab coats, gloves, shields, etc.  Not dressing for shop will constitute a zero lab grade and after two non-dresses results in the next step on the discipline plan.

b.
Safety glasses will be worn at all times while in the lab.

c.
Be safe.  The lab area is a dangerous place.  NO horseplay will be tolerated.  If you cannot follow this rule, you will not be allowed to work in the lab area.

d.
Before working on projects in the shop, students must have prior approval from the instructor.

e.
Students must have teacher permission to leave the Ag education lab or classroom.
f.
Food and drink are not to be consumed in class, unless as a class incentive or reward. 

g.
Use of internet and personal email is by permission.  Do not multi-task on the internet or use your email during lab time.
I have read and agree to adhere to the classroom  policies established by Mr. Holliday.
Class Name and Hour ___________________________________________________
Student Signature_____________________________________ Date_____________ 

Parent or Guardian Signature___________________________ Date______________

