Advanced Placement Literature and Composition
Sara Miller, instructor

Course Description
2007 – 2008
Rationale for the Class:

This course is being provided in order to offer an English AP credit and for those students who have already exhausted the present English curriculum. The focus will be on careful reading and analysis of literature. We will also spend a great deal of time writing about literature, editing, and revising. 

This class offers the opportunity to work at a college level. In May you may choose to take the AP test that could qualify you for up to one year’s credit in college English. The number of credits depends on the college you choose and your score on the test. The AP Lit. test is in early May. 

Mrs. Miller’s Class Philosophy

A. Great literature is exciting and dynamic. When we read good books, characters and voices are alive, even though they may have been created centuries ago. Literature teaches us about the human condition and that despite change around us throughout the centuries, we have the same stories as those who come before us. We read to become more human and to become more complete adults. Studying structure, style, and themes as well as other literary elements and devices helps us understand more fully what writers are trying to say. 

B. 
The most important thing I can teach you in this class is to write.  You will be writing responses to the literature you read. However, to be a good writer, you must be a good thinker. A good writer organizes ideas clearly. Consider a piece of writing to be a stream and ideas must be placed like stepping stones in the stream, helping the reader to leap from one idea to another. How do you keep someone on track with your thinking, or is your thinking on track? How do you create small diversions but still effectively move the reader across the stream?

C. I will teach to the test. Quite simply, the test teaches you what you need to know. It demands that you know your literary themes and terms, but most importantly, it teaches students to think and write on their feet with the 40 minute essay sections. 
Materials for Class

●Three ring binder for handouts and notes, etc.






●paper or notebook for notes. 

Mrs. Miller’s Expectations
This class is demanding and stimulating. It is designed to be a freshman level course at the university level. The spring AP test gives you a chance to show the expertise you have gained in this class. To acquire the skills to pass the AP test, you must consistently put forth your best effort. I request the following from you:

Participation. I won’t just tell you what you need to know. I expect your input and participation. Attendance is important as most classes will include discussion, and discussion is very important to your growth as a reader and to your grade. I will keep track of participation points daily. If you are absent, you receive no points for the day. Participation means you simply do the following: 


●make one good relevant comment OR ask a good, relevant question 

●pay attention


●treat others with respect during group discussion. 

Preparation. You are putting everyone at a disadvantage if you come to class without doing the readings or preparing for class. If you don’t know vocabulary, particularly with poetry or short reading assignments, then you should look words up. Otherwise, you aren’t really trying. 
Assessment

I will be asking you to do the following types of assignments this year. The purpose of the assignments is to make you a better reader, writer, and thinker, and to prepare you for the AP test. 

1. Typed reading journals, 2 – 3 pages each

2. Multiple choice practice tests over poetry and prose
3. Editing and revision activities

4. Knowledge-based quizzes (Did you read the material?)

5. In-class timed 40 minute essay writing after selected major works
6. One test over Hamlet – short answer, multiple choice, essays

7. 10 minute in-class writings in lieu of knowledge-based quizzes
8. Expository essays over the literature we’ve read. (usually 3 – 5 pages) 
9. Two 3 – 5 page papers first semester over your summer reading and How to Read Literature Like a Professor
10. Various small group activities, mostly over poetry.
Grading

Discussion/Participation – 10%

Quizzes/Daily Assignments – 25%
Journals/Writing/Exams – 65%

Late work will be graded as follows: 
Up to a week late – 40% off.






After a week – no credit. 

Let’s have a great year!!!
