TO:

Parents of 5th Grade Students

FROM:
Scott Bradley

Band Instructor

RE:

Instrumental Music Program

I would like to call your attention to the instrumental music program  being offered to the students enrolled in the fifth grade at St. George Elementary School.  This letter is for you, the parents of our students, because you play a major part in making the decision regarding your child(s participation in the school  instrumental  music program.

On the following pages, you will find a number of questions that parents often ask about the instrumental  music  program.  I have answered  these with the hope that they will help you in guiding your child(s interest.

As you well know, the band tradition is strong in the St. George Elementary School.  It is supported by parents, faculty, and our administration.  Many students of the community have benefitted greatly from  the program.  Why not provide your child these same opportunities?

Pupils enrolled in the beginning program may learn to play any of the following instruments:

Trumpet - Trombone - Saxophone - Clarinet - Flute - Drums*

*Drummers should either have or be willing to get instruction on piano.  This instrument is thought by some not to be a musical instrument -- it is however, therefore; we need serious students.  The number of drummers selected will be limited to 2 or 3.
Please read the questions on the following page.  If there any other unanswered questions, don’t hesitate to contact me at the school or at home.  In closing, may I remind you that these values are inherent in the type of activity that is being offered.


MUSIC BUILDS CHARACTER


MUSIC DEVELOPS LEADERSHIP


MUSIC PROMOTES DISCIPLINE


MUSIC DEVELOPS WHOLESOME COMPANIONSHIP


MUSIC PROMOTES GROUP RESPONSIBILITY


MUSIC IS FUN

Telephone:
School (785)494-8591
Home (785)456-2896
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CONCERNING BAND PROGRAM


Is there a charge for the instruction?

No, the instruction is free during school time.  There are also free private lessons offered.


Are students required to furnish their own instruments?

Yes, most students must furnish their own instruments.  The school owns a number of the larger instruments: Tuba, Baritone, French Horn, and Baritone Saxophone.


How can I tell which instrument is best for my child?

You may need some help in this matter.  Before the first classes of beginning band, I will give your child a brief examination.  In most cases the instrument that the child feels he wants to play will be okay.  In some cases I may recommend that your child is better suited for one instrument than another.  Also we have a need for more trombone layers, competent percussionists, clarinet players, and flute players.  I am strongly encouraging students to consider playing one of these instruments.


Where should I purchase my band instrument?

Most music stores have what is called a trial purchase plan.  They allow you to rent the instrument a month at a time, an the rental payment applies to the purchase.  I recommend:


HUME MUSIC INC.


5331 S.W. 22 Place

Topeka, KS 66614


1-800-657-5748
You have fewer problems with an instrument if you acquire it from a music store.  They stand behind what they sell.  Hume Music has proven them selves in quality service.  However, there are some that are questionable.


When should I rent the instrument?

PLEASE NOTE: For your convenience Hume Music will be in St. George Monday, August 28 at 7:00 p.m. in the St. George Elementary School lunch room.  You will be able to rent an instrument at that time.


What about purchasing a second-hand instrument?

It is possible to buy a good second- hand instrument.  If you have a second-hand instrument or are looking at one to purchase, please contact me before band classes begin.  I would like to inspect the instrument to see that it is in working order.  Reliable, quality brands include:  Selmer, Conn, Benge, Armstrong, Pearl, Ludwig, Yamaha, Jupiter, LeBlanc, Buffet, Gemeinhardt, Bach, and King. Please do not purchase any other brands without consulting with me. Thank you.

What about books or supplies students might need for band?

The book we will use is the Standard of Excellence.  This book will be available to us from Hume Music and may be purchase at the August 28 meeting, or from Mr. Bradley.  Valve oil for trumpets, slide oil for trombones, as well as reeds for saxophones and clarinets may also be purchased at school.  A representative from Hume Music visits the high school every Thursday.  If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to call.

By August 28, I will have met with each 5th grade student interested in our beginning band program, administered an aptitude test, asked them for their top three (3) choices of instruments and have recommended a suitable instrument for them.  I look forward to seeing you on Monday, August 28.

Sincerely,

Scott Bradley

Band Instructor 

